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IN THIS UNIT ...

¢ Following directions
e The written style
e 0] R as an auxiliary verb

In this Unit we learn to play a Korean traditional game, calig& o]. As we are following
directions presented as part of the written Korean language, we look at the main characteristic
grammatical forms of the Korean written language as well. We also study how th@\adused as
an auxiliary verb.
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Language Notes

o= 1} Zol: as follows
A-(oD)urB:AorB

Z: point

-of] A1-: take a stand at

X &4 shortcut

VST-(©)= &= Ql-!itis possible to VST ...
ul=2: separately

ShA: jointly

SharE: an arrow mark

# < x}-: form a team

=0]: game

ZFZ: mainly

A<t New Year's Day

£ the four sticks in the game
2t Lit. horse, it’'s a button to move on the
board

2yt game board

2 @ 5}-: be in need of

=HH s} flat

It additional, yet another
SZ-: round

=}ty 7]: a piece of wood, stick
NOUN -(2)& z]o] 2l-: consist of
AFH 2 in turn, in order

©lX]-: throw

B}t floor

of] @ ojx]-; fall

2 QF shape

NOUN -of] m}2}: according to NOUN
=-: place (something)

L X]: remainder

Z 2 case, situation

-7t unit, step, space (a counter)
£ %] 0]-: move (something)
L} - be divided

Z}+Z}: respectively

7}X]-: to hold, to possess, to carry
H: dot

Al &S} begin, start

2= NOUN: all NOUNs

™ &]: beforehand

o]7]-: win
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2 The Written Style

Korean has a written form with some different verb endings to spoken Korean. These are the forms
you will come across in newspapers, magazines, books, etc, contexts where the levels of
deference/formality are by and large irrelevant.

2.1 Statements
Points to remember:

¢ When the tense is present and the action verb stem ends in
a vowel, we use AVST +t}. When the stem ends in a
consonant, we use AVST=t}.

¢ With description verbs, when the tense is present, we use
DVST - ti, that is, without a tense marker.

e The verbsol- (be), o}u]- (not bg, - (there-bg and 3 -
(there-not-bgbehave as though they were description
verbs.

. AVST (=)L
... DVST

f-e

EXAMPLES
AUARE 25 A Hol Hatol Tt
T AR ER|E Wo] wH=Th

L= 7|7 ATh

Mr Smith is going to Pusan tonight.
He gets a lot of letters.

Tae-U is tall.

St=ol=E=E QF o F{E C}. Korean is not particularly hard.
O] AL =0 Fo|T}, This is a Korean book.
AAS LdEo] Mol oLt} That is not a Japanese book.

LES AlTHo] gt | do not have time today.

QA e When the tense is past, we attactt after the past tense
- VST - s = marker 24 Q/F-.

e Likewise, when the tense involves the use#if-: we

_ A
VST -3 attach £} after -2.

EXAMPLES
BE SIE0|E g4lo] ZEIC Everybody studied Korean very hard.

Sholl = oba] oF Zherch
sh=oli M Zhm Tt 4Tk

| have not been to Korea yet.

Korean was easier than | expected.

WY BI7} ok @ AT
o] 22 LieiEl AT

It won't rain tomorrow either.

These clothes will be big for me.

S)z ZHo]
(2)=A

-VST-{(

} _ E]—.
EXAMPLES

When the tense is future where eithep)Y=

Z1o]- or -(©)= 7#- can be used to express the
tense, we simply attach¥} to the future tense
marker. Note that its spoken form counterpart is
-(2)= AHedll 2 in Polite Informal, and -€)=
AutH(2)= Zduvttin Polite Formal.

L WOl & Stzol g

R
BPHNHS 95 OF 94

Zlo] Tt

I'll study Korean next year.

Mrs Park will not be coming today.
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2.2 Questions

There are basically two question endings used in Written Korean:-¥?’ and “ - - 7}?’ These
two endings are largely interchangeable but with some differences.'Faeending is relatively simple
to use, but it cannot be used with future tense, nor can be used with thesle(bg) andoti]- (not
be). The - 71? ending does not have such restrictions, but is somewhat archaic and relatively complex
to use. Native speakers tend to prefer to use th@ ending, except when it cannot be used, in which
case they naturally use the-}? ending. Our suggestion to you is to follow this tendency.

Points to remember:

- VST -1}? . ,
oo e When the tens_e is present, attach the ending to th_e
... VST - { PREAA } - L)? verb stem. This is regardless of whether the verb is
A an action or a description verb, or whether the verb
- VST -7 - }? stem ends in a consonant or a vowel.

e Attach -L}? to the tense marker if there is one.

EXAMPLES

AH| 2ol & B2 @1}? Do they have spring in Siberia?

J=2o|7F 2E A oY L)? Foreign languages, are they so difficult?

St=tofl= ol ol S &ol7} ﬁb}? Why aren't there any (wild) tigers in Korea?

I AEHES A FIJL? Why did they die?

S=A7HX] Z1er=] 2 u? Will they wait until late?

o] e With the verbsol- andolu]-, if the tense is
' { ofl] [ =712 present, attache= 7}2.
(©)a 2o e When the tense is future, we simply attach
... VST - - 7)? -7}? to the future tense markers&j=
{ (2)=AH } Z10]-or -(2)= A-.

EXAMPLES

L= F=7171? Who am I?

oy 7)== St=0] o} 7}7? Isn't this place Korea?

ZAA|SH oW A ZEBEEE A1 7}V? Economics, how are we going to study?

BAsH e A SEeHY ? Economics, how are we going to study?

2.3 Commands

Commands refer to those withe@() Al £ or -(2)4&) A1 2 endings in Spoken Korean. In Written
Korean:

Points to remember:

- AVST - (2)z}. I e The negative form for-“ - AVST - ()2} is “- - - AVST - X]

oz},
EXAMPLES
XA 2 sol7 e Return to the nature!
WE P erde]E nkAl gk Drink makkeolli instead of beer!
CIA] ©F ¥ A Zhstet Think once again!
O] FFlol sE< FOJ|A] Heh Do not kill animals without reasons!
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2.4 Suggestions

Suggestions are those with2) v AJt} or -0} 2/-01 /- - -31 &’ endings in Spoken Korean. In
Written Korean:

- AVST - A} ]

Points to remember:
e The negative form for-“ - AVST - X}"is “--- AVST - x| 2rx}".

EXAMPLES
W2 E 7IX]3l Ao A E PWH=0] EX}F. Let's make a cake with peanuts.

WER T e e] & upA AL

Let's drink makkeolli instead of beer.

Hlol= 25 =22 JEAL Let's go to Korea next year.
O] FFlo] SES FOIA] XL Let's not kill animals without reasons.
3 General
H|EH5}- criticise 2 take charge, take care of
-ﬁ—- be deceived ‘31;_]‘7] - leave something in someone’s charge, entrust
% 0]- deceive FZF5)- recommend
== dispute, squabble Zt o= SA417F good restaurant
Q- open o) 11 7] nicely, prettily
2+H 5| completely e e 1 order (a meal, an item, etc)
=] - jot down, make a note of | =131 7}/ - leave something behind
.1—_778'(0]) L}- be broken - exceed, pass, go over
2|5} repair, fix 213 left
SEZFSH  wrap (eg, a gift or things for presentation) @ =3 right
il E 3] - smoke cigarrettes IR triangle
EE - quit smoking IEIR= square
2 A}5}- photocopy = 12}1] circle
AHE 2] fake, poor quality, not what it ought to be- A} a counter for letters/symbols

4 \We've decided not to ...

When we want to tell people that we've VST - X & =0
decided against doing something, we can say: OFVST
EXAMPLES
ZE oz 71X L7 |E NI K. We've decided not to go left.

O AEES E2Y o s Bola.
A xHE QF AP R Hol L.
O Ue wx YR Wola.

I've decided not to invite that person.

We've decided not to buy a new car.

I've decided not to take charge of the task.
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5 Qo] asan auxiliary verb

The verbg!- (there is/are exis) can be used as an auxiliary verb in Korean to express that someone
or something is in some state. In particular, with the v&rbyou can express that:

(1) someone or something is in the state of doing something (that is expressed by the main verb), an
(2) someone or something is in a state that is the result of an action performed (that is expressed by
the main verb).

We have already learnt how the pattern VST -2l o] @ expresses (1) (see Unit 19). Here are some
examples.

EXAMPLES
A= 2PEHS W3 JA0] R. | am eating instant noodles now.
7] X7 EeEES X L7Eal Qo1 A train is passing the tunnel.
J12Fo| 7} O] X} 2] o] A] XFX]—_TI_ RU_O] L. Acatis sleeping on the chair.
o{ Al LZ0]| =m0l E ZESIA |]AF O] L.  1was studying Korean yesterday afternoon.

Now, to express (2), we can say

Not all the verbs can be used in the VST slot in this pattern. Only the intransitive verbs, which do not
require a grammatical object, ie, a noun marked wii £, and only the verbs that imply, by virtue of
their dictionary meaning, a clearly identifiable result.

For instanceZrx}- (to sleep cannot be used in this pattern because when one sleeps one simply
sleeps, ieZFX}- signifies a process which does not involve any clearly identifiable result. By contrast,
=- (to die) can be used in the VST slot, because, by virtue of its dictionary meaning, when the process
of dying ends there usually is the result, perhaps a dead body.

Whether or not the given Korean intransitive verb implies a clearly identifiable result depends on its
dictionary meaning, and thus in essence it is language specific. In many cases, however, the answer is
readily available if you look at the meaning of the corresponding verb in your language.

Korean action verbs, as long as they are intransitive verbs and involve semantically a clearly
identifiable result, can express two distinctive states with the help of thexterb

EXAMPLES
I AFEES 0]=9] 7F U0 2. He's gone to the US (he’s there not here).
1 AFES n]=0] 714l J o L. He’s in the process of going to the US (he’s not there ye).

A= B 5 2} /0] L. Everybody is here now (as the result of everybody’s moving their body to here).

A= 25 23 Jo L. Everybody’s coming over here (they will be here soon).

LI 2 oj] AFEo] 0] 0] Q. Someone is lying dead under the tree (not in the process of dying).
EFAIQI AFHO] 31 Lo L. Help me! Someone is dying here.

A o] A7t grot ol K.
People are sitting on the roadside (but not in the process of sitting down).

Qa1 U 2. They are sitting down.
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